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the world can never understand, how clearly soever it be preached by
Christ and recommended by his powerful example and that of his martyrs
and of all the saints. Christians still pretend, by the joys and pleasures
of this world, to attain to the bliss of heaven, and shudder at the very
mention of mortification, penance, or sufferings. So prevalent is this fatal
error, which self-love and the example and false maxims of the world
strongly fortify in the minds of many, that those who have given them-
selves to God with the greatest fervour are bound always to stand upon
their guard against it, and daily to renew their fervour in the love and
practice of penance, and to arm themselves with patience against sufferings,
lest the weight of the corruption of our nature, the pleasures of sense, and
flattering blandishments of the world, draw them aside and make them
leave the path of mortification, or lose courage under its labours, and
under the afflictions with which God is pleased to purify them and afford
them means of sanctifying themselves.

The following feasts are celebrated on April 26 :

SAINTS CLETUS and MARCELLINUS, Popes, martyrs ; St Cletus was the third Bishop of Rome,
a see he held from 76 to 89; St Marcellinus succeeded St Caius in that bishopric : ST PASCHARIUS
RADBERT, Abbot. Having received the clerical tonsure, he returned to the world and led a
secular life for some years; but being touched by divine grace he retired to the monastery of
Corbie and made his vows under St Adelhard : ST PETER CANISIUS, S.J., a Doctor of the Church:
ST RICHARIUS, Abbot, born of poor parents from whom he inherited virtue. He lived as an
anchoret in the Forest of Cressy and founded the monastery of Centula, which holds his relics.
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ST ZITA, VIRGIN

SHE was born in the beginning of the thirteenth century at Montsegradi,
a village near Lucca in Italy. She was brought up with the greatest care,
in the fear of God, by her poor virtuous mother, whose early and constant
attention to inspire the tender heart of her daughter with religious senti-
ments seemed to find no obstacles, either from private passions or the
general corruption of nature, ?o easily were they prevented or overcome.
Zita had no sooner attained the use of reason, and was capable of knowing
and loving God, than her heart was no longer able to relish any other
object, and she seemed never to lose sight of him in her actions. Her
mother reduced all her instructions to two short heads, and never had
occasion to use any further remonstrance to enforce her lessons than to
say, " This is most pleasing to God; this is the divine will "; or, " That
would displease God." The sweetness and modesty of the young child
charmed everyone who saw her. She spoke little, and was most assiduous
at her work; but her business never seemed to interrupt her prayers*
At twelve years of age she was put to service in the family of a citizen
of Lucca, called Fatinelli, whose house was contiguous to the church of
St Frigidian* She was thoroughly persuaded that labour is enjoined all